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Habsburg Empire of Charles V 1506-1556

EVENTS

1516 Charles becomes king of Spain (Castile and
Aragon, Naples, Sicily, Sardinia, and New World
possessions) on death of his maternal grandfather,
Ferdinand Il of Aragdn (V of Castile)

1505

1510
1519 Charles inherits Habsburg lands (Austria,
Tyrol, Carinthia, and Alsace) on death of his
paternal grandfather, emperor Maximilian |, and
is elected Holy Roman Emperor Charles V
(crowned 1530). Charles aims to establish a pan-

European Catholic empire. Protestant

Reformation is beginning in Germany 1520

1522-1544 Habsburg-Valois Wars between
Charles and French king Francis . Francis claims
Milan, Spanish Navarre, and Naples. Charles

wins the important Battle of Pavia (1525). Wars 1530
end with Treaty of Crespy (Crépy) (1544):
Francis promises to help Charles in struggles
against the strengthening Protestant principalities
within the empire; Charles receives control

of Naples

1540

1555 Charles forced to agree to Peace of
Augsburg, guaranteeing religious freedom, with
conspiring Protestant princes

1556 Charles abdicates. The vast Habsburg
Empire proves impossibie to unify; Charles
divides it between his brother Ferdinand (who
becomes Emperor Ferdinand 1) and his son Philip
(who becomes King Philip Il of Spain). Charles’s
ambition of a universal Catholic empire fails

1550

1560

e——— 1506 Charles succeeds his father, Philip—son
of Holy Roman (German) Emperor Maximilian
|—as Duke of Burgundy. Territory under his
control includes 13 provinces in
the Netherlands

1521 Diet of Worms (meeting of local rulers
from territories within the empire). Charles is
promised aid against threat of French
encroachment into the empire

15261533 War between Ottoman Turks and
Austria (controlied by Charles’s brother
Ferdinand). Turks besiege Vienna but are
forced to withdraw (1529). Austrian Habsburg
rule extends to Moravia, Bohemia, Silesia, and
part of Hungary

1535 Death of Francesco Sforza Il of Milan
brings Milan under Spanish Habsburg rule

1546—1547 War within empire. Charles seeks
to crush independence of states. He deposes
Protestant rulers of Saxony and dictates
restrictions on practice of Protestantism

By 1548 Additional territory in the Netherlands
comes under Habsburg control; Mexico (1519)
and Peru (1543) are gained overseas

1551 Maurice of Saxony conspires with other
Protestant princes and French king Henry 1l to
depose Charles. Henry receives control of
cities of Metz, Toul, and Verdun in return for
his support
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1552-1556 Charles attempts to regain cities of
Metz, Toul, and Verdun from French, but fails
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