
Revolution & Reaction: 1770 – 1919 
 
Revolution Description Results/Reactions 
Pugachev’s rebellion 
1774-5 (Russia) 

Pugachev (Cossack 
revolutionary) led a revolt 
against Catherine the 
Great. He promised 
abolition of serfdom, 
taxation. He was captured 
and executed 

Power of nobility 
increased and ideas of the 
enlightenment were 
suppressed 

French Revolution 1789-
99 

Overthrow of monarchy 
ended Ancien Regime 

-Created constitution 
-established a republic 
-failed to produce a stable 
government 
-resulting unrest led to 
Napoleon 

Peterloo Massacre -1819 
(England) 

Radical speaker –Henry 
Hunt was to speak to a 
crowd of workers; local 
government went to 
arrest him chaos ensued – 
11 civilians killed, 500+ 
injured 

“six acts” passed, seriously 
compromising the rights 
of free speech & assembly 

Revolution and liberation 
of Greece 1827 

Revolt vs. Turkish rule; 
fleet of combined GB, Fr & 
Russian forces helped 
Greece 

Russia Seized land; Greek 
independence 

French Revolution 1830 Charles X stripped middle 
class of voting rights & 
censored the press -> 3 
days of rioting forced 
Charles to flee 

Charles replaced by Louis 
Philippe (the Citizen 
King); preservation of the 
status quo; power still 
rested in the hands of the 
wealthy 

Chartism 1836-48 
(England) 

Movement for electoral & 
social reform; sought 
universal male suffrage, 
secret ballot, pay for 
members of Parliament 

Parliament threatened to 
use military force vs 
Chartist uprising reforms 
did not occur until years 
later 

French Revolution – again 
(1848) 

Government refused to 
consider electoral reform; 
Louis Phillipe refused to 
abdicate 

Provisional republic was 
claimed 

Hungarian Revolution 
(1848) 

Nationalists demanded 
autonomy from Austria 

Metternich fled to 
England; Ferdinand I 
promised reforms, 



abolished serfdom; 
different ethnic groups 
resulted in no cohesive 
revolutionary movement 

Czecholovakian revolution Against Germans 
(Prussians); middle class 
wanted constitutional 
monarchy, limited voting 
rights and modest social 
reform 

Ferdinand was forced to 
abdicate – his nephew 
Franz Joseph took over – 
working class in Prague 
brutally suppressed 

Prussian revolution 
(1848) 

Sought to unify states of 
German confederation 
into a single state. There 
was rioting in Berlin and 
fights over Schelswig and 
Holstein – Denmark 
attempted to annex them 

Frederick William became 
the first emperor after the 
country was unified 

Paris Commune (1871) 92 members of the 
National Assembly forced 
an alliance between the 
middle and working 
classes of Paris 

Hostages were executed 
and the death toll reached 
more than 20,000 people 

Russian Revolution 
(1905) 

Czarist government vs 
industrial workers, 
peasants and army/navy; 
‘peaceful’ demonstration 
in St Petersburg charged 
by Russian Cavalry 

Soviet formed in St 
Petersburg; legislative 
assembly – DUMA – 
established 

Russian Revolution 
(1917) 

2 stages: March 1917 – 
liberals sought western 
style republic – led to 
abdication of czar; 
October – communists 
sought to establish 
Marxist state moved 
capital to Moscow 

Civil war (Whites vs Reds) 
 
Establishment of the USSR 

 


